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ment cannot be said. No man knows what the morrow 
may bring forth, but the day after tomorrow is clear. 
Sir Edward Grey's pathetic words on July 30, 1914, 
"some more definite rapprochement between the powers 
than has been possible hitherto," fell upon deaf ears. 
But today international organization is beckoned by the 
imploring hands of a world upon its knees. 

After the present war there is to be such an organiza- 
tion of the nations and on a basis newer and more hope- 
ful than anything heretofore thought to be possible. 
The war is furbishing anew the structures of democracy. 
Law and order between nations is now seen to be the 
most important of the world's unsolved problems. 

Out of this war humanity is to be reborn. Human 
beings will see in a newer and brighter light the great 
everlasting principles of life, liberty, property, happi- 
ness, out of which develop all of man's enduring satis- 
factions. 



A PEACE PLAN FROM AUSTRIA 

A word to the peace societies and peace friends of 
all countries is the title of a German pamphlet by 
Dr. Leo Eisner, of Vienna. The pamphlet is of value 
not merely as a suggestion of the terms of peace which 
Dr. Eisner thinks would be acceptable and permanent, 
but also as a glimpse into the Austro-German attitude 
toward some of the principles considered basic by many 
of the peace workers in this country. The pamphlet 
reviews briefly the high points in the progress of the 
idea of world organization from Peter Dubois in 1305 
to the second Hague Conference, the general conclusion 
being that so far the specific aims of the peace workers 
either to reduce armaments or to abolish wars are 
scarcely nearer to realization than of old. 

Dr. Eisner's solution of the problem lies in what he 
calls a "Guarantee Treaty" for the union of all or nearly 
all the states represented in the second Hague Confer- 
ence, the possessions and dependencies of each signatory 
power to be assured for all time, and the possibility of 
acquiring territory from another state by force to be 
excluded, the "status quo" being guaranteed by the 
whole body of signatory states. 

It is pointed out that if such a guarantee is to be- 
efficient the treaty must provide for the extension of 
The Hague tribunal, which shall watch "vital interests," 
be an international court of inquiry, regard violation of 
treaties, condemn guilty parties to fines and indemnities, 
and act as a sort of international Executive Committee 
which shall, if necessary, proceed by methods of compul- 
sion, either economic boycott or military force. By 
extending this organization it would be possible to pro- 
mote the economic interests of the states by neutralizing 
waterways, allowing cessions of outlets to the sea, and 



the like. The acquisition of territory would be allowed 
only by cession or purchase with the consent of the other 
signatories, but never by conquest. 

Dr. Eisner sees little hope for any democratic inter- 
national government; indeed, he considers our attempts 
thus far at international organization to be absurd as 
well as impracticable. The realization of a World State 
would mean to rewrite national constitutions long estab- 
lished, constitutions which could not, even if desirable, 
be remodeled within any reasonable time. The modern 
admixture of races in border provinces, coupled with the 
opportunity for bribery and corruption in any case of a 
popular vote, makes any attempt to accomplish "the 
consent of the people of a ceded province" practically 
impossible, and, indeed, a farce. It is unthinkable to 
Dr. Eisner that in case two governments should agree 
to transfer a given territory any great state would sub- 
mit to the check and absurdity of a popular vote. In 
such a case there are but two things to be considered, 
namely, military advantage and political expediency. 

He repeatedly lays great stress upon the fact that the 
moment for launching such a Guarantee Treaty is the 
time when the treaty of peace is being drawn up at the 
close of the present conflict. He urges the peace socie- 
ties of the world to gain the ears of their several govern- 
ments that they may signify a readiness for such a 
"guarantee of possessions." He would not have us un- 
derstand that the plan must be accomplished in the peace 
treaty which shall close the present war ; but that it must 
be perfected in the peace conference of the nations which 
will inevitably follow. 

Pointing out that this plan should not be side-tracked 
by questions such as disarmament, he states that previ- 
ous steps toward universal peace have no more reached 
their end than a wagon which has come to the hither 
side of a swollen stream over which there is no bridge. 
The Guarantee Treaty which he proposes seems to him 
the bridge. In short, he would substitute a Concert of 
Powers for the "Balance of Powers." 

If neutral states were to be included in such a treaty, 
as they ought to be, they must stand for some such pro- 
posal as the Guarantee Treaty, and that before the ter- 
ritories now in dispute are disposed of. In other words, 
the work should be begun at once, because at no other 
time can it be so well done. Indeed, the pamphlet urges 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and the Netherlands to 
make official declarations immediately, and particularly 
to unite with the American countries for the promotion 
of these proposals. Only if this is done, the writer 
thinks, can there be any hope that further wars may be 
prevented. 
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